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Abstract of JP2000010778 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
method and device for digital contents 
copyright management which automatically 
generate copyright and circulate it to generate 
a copyright and its royalty on primary, 

secondary and n-order changes and a 

storage medium storing a digital contents 
copyright management program. SOLUTION: 
This method generates copyright condition 
data, which consists of additional data and 
charging data which prescribes the royalty 
generated for change, and copyright history 
data specifying primary, secondary, and n- 
order copyrights (S1) and generates a change 
license user condition statement, where 
copyright condition data and copyright history 
data are incorporated, for changed digital 
contents (S2) and circulates this statement. 
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In detail, when wishing to conduct secondary use by altering the digital content that 
can be accessed from the n-th copyright provision data to generate (n+l)-th copyright, 
input into the device 1000, check the user ID and the terminal ID, etc, of the 
certification of the usage provisions of the n-th copyright. When not permitting the 
alteration, alarm data will be output, including the cause, the reason and the command. 
When permitting the alteration, is generated an (n+l)-th license usage provision 
document 3100, in which the added data 3121 and the author data 3122 regarding the 
altered digital content are embedded, and of which the added data prior to n-th and the 
billing data are altered as copyright history data, and then (n+l)-th copyright content 
3000 coupled with altered (n+l)-th digital content 3200 is generated and distributed. 

0021 

Fig. 4 shows an alteration process for n-th copyrighted works, and a royalty 
calculation method of the present invention. In the same figure, the alteration process of 
the license usage provision document generated when making content alteration #1, #2 
and #3, the structure of the (n+1) copyright, and the royalty calculation method fire 
shown. At the n-th copyright stage, there was one copyright content, but due to 
alteration, as well as generating each different copyright data, the different (n+l)-th 
copyright was generated. For example, the total royalty of alteration #1 digital content is 
calculated from the billing data of alteration #1 included in the license usage provision 
document, and billing data of the copyright history data prior to n-th. Also, this is 
constructed so that the royalty for each author can be distinguished from the various 
billing data. 
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